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Call to Order and Flag Salute at 3:30 pm by Mayor Serio. 

 

Council in Attendance:  Serio, Carmean, Bunting, Smallwood, Tingle and Weistling 

Absent: Langan (Excused) 

 

Audit Report – Tom Sombar, Sombar and Company 

Mr. Tom Sombar presented the Annual Audit Report. 

• Summary of Assets and Liabilities much improved over prior year 

o  Revenues $1,899.910 increased over prior year by $316,723 

o Expenses $1,570,012 decreased over prior year by $131,000 

• Assets 

o Cash and cash equivalents – down 

o Receivables – all collected to date 

� Gross Rental Tax – down 

� Property Tax – flat 

� Licenses and permits – increase 

� Parking permits – increase 

� Intergovernmental Grants - down 

� Trash fee – increase 

� Transfer Tax - down 

o Assets – up due to land acquisition and improvements 

• Liabilities 

o General Expenses increased - distorted due to Capital Expenditures 

� Reflects increased cost of refuse disposal and recycling costs 

o Department Expenses decreased with the exception of Public Works Department 

� Increase results from salary issues and capital expenditures 

• Recommendations 

o Apparent lack of segregation of duties regarding financial activities - retaining accountant services will 

provide oversight and safeguards 

o Recommended accounting procedures to identify and report non-spendable (restricted) funds 

o Transfer of funds should require another level of approval 

 

President’s Report 

• Mayor Serio reported Commission and Committee assignments for 2010-2011 (attached). This list includes 

appointments to the Board of Elections, Board of Adjustments and the Planning Commission. It will be posted in 

Town Hall and on the Town website. Task forces are assigned to complete a job. When the task is completed the 

task force services will end. New task forces are Public Park- Cannon Street and the Sidewalk Project. 

Motion to approve Commission and Committee assignments – Council Member Carmean 

Second – Council Member Smallwood 

Vote: All in Favor (6-0) 

Motion passed 

 

Topics for Discussion and Possible Action 

a. Appointment of Public Works Supervisor – Mayor Serio 

Motion to appoint Dan Heller as Public Works Supervisor – Council Member Bunting 

Second – Council Member Carmean 

Discussion – None 

Vote: All in Favor (6-0) 

Motion passed. 
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b. Site Selection for Proposed Public Safety Building – Council Member Weistling 

Motion to consider choosing a site for a new public safety building excluding Town Hall as one of those choices – 

Council Member Carmean 

Second – Council Member Bunting 

DISCUSSION 

Council Member Weistling advised that Council approved Site 1 at the previous meeting but agreed, at that time, to 

explore another option that would allow for a second storey to be added to the current Town Hall building. After 

meeting with representatives from French and Ryan, it was determined that this third option was not viable because 

it would require structural changes to the present building to bring it up to code and to raise the building to meet 

FEMA requirements. French and Ryan added that it would be better to tear down the present building rather than 

attempt retrofit. Council Member Tingle added that Site 1 was previously chosen and approved as the building site. 

Council Member Bunting noted that the police department will be separated from Town Hall for security and safety 

reasons by using Site 1. 

Vote to accept Site 1 as location of possible new public works building: All in favor (6-0) 

Motion passed 

 

c. Resolution #48-2010 – Dedicated Funding for Road Improvements – Mayor Serio 

Motion to adopt – Council Member Tingle 

Second – Council Member Smallwood 

DISCUSSION 

Mayor Serio read the resolution into the record (copy attached). These funds will be placed in a segregated account 

on Mr. Sombar’s recommendation. 

Vote: All in Favor (6-0) 

Motion passed. 

 

d. Funding for Sidewalk Study Professional Services – Mayor Serio 

Motion to accept contract from Landmark Engineering and to fund $9000 for the Sidewalk Study – Council Member 

Carmean 

Second – Council Member Weistling 

DISCUSSION 

Mayor Serio advised that Council discussed (Special Council Meeting 10/22/2010) the contract proposal received 

from Landmark Engineering to complete a study that is required in order to submit applications for grants. Council 

has reviewed the proposal from Landmark Engineering and suggested that Delaware Department of Transportation 

(DelDOT) officials be brought into the discussion and that a firm schedule be included. Proposal cost $9000; schedule: 

within 3 weeks of receipt of signed contract Landmark Engineering will present plan for review and will complete 

right of way assessment and cost of project estimate within an additional 4 weeks assuming a timely review and 

acceptance of the plan and scheduling of any meetings. Council Member Bunting advised that the budget will require 

revision in light of the expenditure; Council Member Carmean suggested the cost might be offset by grant funds. 

Sidewalks will improve the appearance and safety of the town. Council Member Weistling asked if this is for SR1 only; 

Town Manager Abbott noted that this is for both sides of SR1.  

Vote: All in Favor (6-0) 

 Motion passed. 

 

e. Approval for Fenwick Freeze – Council Member Weistling 

Motion to approve the Annual Fenwick Freeze for 2011 to be held on January 1, 2011 – Council Member Weistling 

Second – Council Member Carmean 

DISCUSSION 

Council Member Weistling noted that Council should approve the activity so that the Beach Committee can order t-

shirts and other supplies. 

Vote: All in Favor (6-0) 

Motion passed. 
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Approval of Minutes: 

Motion to Approve the Minutes of September 24, 2010 Meeting - Council Member Bunting 

Second: Council Member Carmean 

Discussion - None 

Vote: All in favor (6-0) 

Minutes Approved 

 

Treasurer’s Report: 

Council Member Bunting noted that the financial report is included in the council meeting packet.  

Motion to Accept the Treasurer’s Report - Council Member Tingle 

Second - Council Member Carmean 

DISCUSSION 

Mayor Serio added that the Budget Committee met on 10/22/2010 and that meeting on a quarterly basis allows the 

group to address items in a timely manner. Council Member Weistling noted that Realty Transfer Tax appears to be up by 

$27, 000 over last year. Council Member Carmean complimented Council Member Bunting and Town Manager Abbott for 

their efforts to allow the Town to pay its bills online. Council Member Bunting added that building permit activities will be 

better computerized in the future. 

Vote: All in favor (6-0) 

Treasurer’s Report accepted. 

 

Town Manager Report: 

• Town Manager Abbott advised that Town Hall will be closed on December 31, 2010. Fenwick Freeze registration will 

take place in Town Hall on December 29 and 30. 

• Regarding the increase in photocopying reported in the Budget Report, this may be a result of books required for 

the Street Paving RFP.  

• The Town has received a Municipal Street Aid grant from the State of Delaware; Senator Bunting will provide a grant 

of $15,000 for Street Re-paving. 

• Regarding street name changes, Mr. Abbott has followed up with all government agencies concerned to be certain 

that changes are in place. 

• LifeLine Screening will take place in Town hall on December 9, 2010. There is a fee for this activity; flyers are 

available in the vestibule. 

• The Memorial Tree Lighting Ceremony will take place on December 10, 2010.  

 

Department Reports: 

• Beach Patrol –None 

• Building Official – Pat Schuchman noted that her report is included in the council packet. She added that all CRS 

reports were submitted in October and that the Town has retained its Class A rating (10% discount). 

• Public Works: Mr. Abbott noted that the report is included in the council packet. New garbage containers for the 

beach ends are on order. 

• Fenwick Island Police Department: Report in the Council packet.  

 

Committee Reports: 

• Beach Committee –No report.  

• Environmental Committee –Council Member Carmean advised that there will be a meeting in November. 

• Public Safety Building – Council Member Weistling advised that the Town is still waiting for a cost estimate from 

French & Ryan. 

  

Planning Commission: Report is in the Council packet. 
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Charter & Ordinance: 

• Proposed First Reading of Chapter 135 Signs – Council Member Weistling 

Motion to accept – Council Member Weistling 

Second - Council Member Tingle 

Council Member Weistling advised that the proposed change deletes existing Chapter 135 section on Signs in its 

entirety and replaces it with the new section (included at the end of these minutes). 

DISCUSSION – Council Member Weistling noted that this change adds a definitions section and gives the Code 

Enforcement Officer more authority to enforce the removal of dangerous signs. Council Member Smallwood asked if 

the ordinance requires that signs be removed within 7 days of the sale of a property or if it should be removed within 

7 days of settlement. He also questioned the presence of “blade banners;” Council Member Weistling advised that 

they are addressed in this ordinance. 

Vote to accept the Proposed First Reading of Chapter 135 Signs with noted change:”...any sign shall be removed within 

7 days of settlement of property.” - All in Favor 

First Reading passed - (6-0) 

 

• Proposed First Reading of Chapter 140  Streets and Sidewalks – Council Member Weistling 

Motion to accept – Council Member Weistling 

Second – Council Member Bunting 

Council Member Weistling advised that the proposed change replaces the current Chapter 140 Streets and Sidewalks 

in its entirety with the proposed change (included at the end of these minutes). 

DISCUSSION – Council Member Weistling noted that wording has been changed and new street names included. 

Council Member Carmean asked that the street name changes be included in the town newsletter and on the web 

site. Mayor Serio asked if a Sidewalk Ordinance will need to be created; Building Official Schuchman advised that a 

section in the ordinance has been reserved for this purpose. She also noted that it may be necessary to revise Article 

One only; Council Member Weistling agreed to revisit it at the next C&O meeting. 

Vote to accept the Proposed First Reading of Chapter 140 Streets and Sidewalks: All in Favor 

First Reading passed - (6-0) 

 

Old Business: 

• Council Member Carmean advised that she and Council Member Smallwood have been working with Chief Boyden 

regarding the off-duty employment of Fenwick Island Police officers. A report will be ready soon. 

 

New Business – No Action to be Taken: Mayor Serio 

• Council Member Carmean asked if the cost of the new garbage cans for the beach ends is included in the budget. 

Mayor Serio advised that this was discussed in the Budget Committee meeting; Council Member Weistling added that 

the 30-gallon (small) 44-gallon at $1,000 was ordered. 

 

Public Participation: 

• John Belian (1 W Houston St) – reported that the Fishing Tournament was a success overall. Each participant was 

awarded a prize through the generosity of local merchants. 

• Lynn Andrews (1215 Schulz Rd) – Asked about the trash collection schedule. Town Manager Abbott has verified 

the winter pick up schedule with the trash hauler. 

• Mike Quinn (5 W Houston) – asked if those who are delinquent on taxes are charged a fee (yes); if the $215,000 

showing in the Realty Transfer section is the proceeds of the State of Delaware grant (yes). Mr. Quinn noted that 

the Financial Report as printed does not show totals. Regarding the Police Department report, Mr. Quinn asked if 

the time assisting other agencies is in hours or days (hours). 

• Council Member Smallwood thanked Lynn Andrews and all participants for assisting with the Coastal Cleanup. 

•  Council Member Smallwood announced that Lori Martin is sponsoring another Turkey Trot (8:00 AM) on 

Thanksgiving Day on Lewes Street. A donation of canned goods for Meals on Wheels is requested. Proceeds from 

sale of T-shirts will go to Lab Assistance. 
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Upcoming Events and Meetings: 

Mayor Serio announced all meetings and events.  

 

Motion to Adjourn: Council Member Weistling 

Second: Council Member Bunting 

All in favor to adjourn (6-0) 

Mayor Serio adjourned the meeting at 5:15PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Agnes DiPietrantonio, Town Clerk 

Transcribed from Tape and notes provided by Pat Schuchman and Lynn Massey 

For Diane Tingle, Secretary 
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